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Ed Strolle
Ed Strolle came to Otsego County after being released from the Marines in 1934.  After living in Vanderbilt for a time, he moved to Gaylord, where he became owner of a gas concession, known as Strolle Oil, in 1943.  He was one of several businessmen with a vision for a local Chamber of Commerce.  He helped found the Otsego County Chamber of Commerce in 1941 and served as its second president.

Ed is remembered for his charitable heart and volunteerism, never allowing his customers to go without heat in the winter.  He is a charter member of the Gaylord Rotary club, served as chair of the Selective Service Board for 25 years, was on the city council and is a former chair of the County Democratic Committee.  In 1984, Ed was presented the Harold Skidmore Award by the Northern Conference of the United Church of Christ for his “unselfish contributions to the church and community.”  He was named der Buergermeister, the honorary mayor of Alpenfest in 1989.
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