2005 Legend

George Doumas
Before freezers became a common household appliance, families would flock to Gaylord’s Sugar Bowl for ice cream and candy.  Brothers George and Harry Doumas bought the store in 1919, one year after it was opened in downtown Gaylord.  The evolution between then and now is an example of the business sense possessed by the Doumas men.  They rolled up their sleeves, excelled in customer service and quality products and managed their finances in a way that helped them thrive into the eight decade.
George and Harry were Greek-born.  George’s commitment to succeed in business was tied to his desire to remain in the United States, which he did for the remainder of his years.  George became sole owner of the restaurant with Harry’s passing in 1952.  He continued to update the menu, add alcoholic beverages, expand the restaurant’s square footage and update its look through renovations.

George was dedicated to service and knew his customers by name.  His motto:  Don’t try to be something you’re not; stick to what you know and you’ll be successful.  His son, Bob, who has run the restaurant since his father’s death in 1972, operates by the same principle.  He is committed to quality and service, continuing to do business at the restaurant daily, even though he’s now in his 80s.

