2005 Legend

Harry Collins
Harry Collins has led the Otsego County Chamber of Commerce longer than any other director:  11 years.  During his tenure, from 1960 to early 1971, Harry was known as “Mr. Gaylord.”  Partially because of his Ohio roots, Harry knew people throughout the Midwest and invited them to discover his northern home.  He began promoting the area by recognizing the value of mushroom hunting.

“He was a dynamic guy,” sail Bill Wishart, who served as Chamber president in 1969 and later became executive director.  “Everyone knew Harry.  He hustled around town and encouraged people to be members of the Chamber and enjoy growth together.”
In the 11 years Harry led the Chamber, the community experienced a growth spurt, adopted the Alpine Village motif, established the Alpine Festival (later becoming Alpenfest) and began its revitalization project – all steps toward creating a new era of tourism that would become a staple for the many service businesses that now operate in Otsego County.

