2007 Legend

Herb Hutchins
Although Herb Hutchins passed away in 1980, there are plenty of “Herb Hutchins anecdotes” still circulating in Gaylord.  Born in Frederic in 1888, Herb grew up the son of a business man who brought his family to Gaylord in the early 1900s.  Herb’s love for baseball and talent as a pitcher took him through high school and into minor leagues.  He played ball until breaking his arm.

Herb moved home and married Luethel Shell, managing an orchard and working in the potato business near Levering until his father grew ill, in 1923.  Herb brought his wife and two young children home to work the family business, Hutchins Insurance Agency, which he kept going long after his father’s death.
He served as the Gaylord Treasurer for years and always supported saving the community’s historic buildings.  “He was a real preservationist,” said Herb’s daughter, Shirley Glidden, noting that his insurance office became a place to display photographs.  Herb has long been known as the “The Historian” for Otsego County.  He became the man people would go to with questions about their family and the area’s history, at a time when the Otsego County Historical Society had yet to be founded.

“People still come to me and share those Herb Hutchins anecdotes,” Shirley said, “such as, when someone asked Herb if he’d lived in Gaylord his entire life, he would say, ‘not yet.’”
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