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Leo Schlang
When Leo Schlang opened Schlang’s Restaurant in 1945, he was serving food in a tiny log cabin in Gaylord.  His wife, Minnie, did all the cooking.  Also in 1945, Leo opened a gas station and the following year, a motel.  The German-born man migrated to the United States when he was 22 and landed in Gaylord after enjoying the area when vacationing from his Detroit home.

As an owner of multiple businesses, Leo knew that in order to succeed, the community he’d chosen to call home must succeed.  He was instrumental in starting the Otsego County Chamber of Commerce and served as president in 1961.

Leo was part of an important business boom that occurred in the Gaylord area after World War II.  His legacy lives on through his son, Bob, who purchased the restaurant from his father about 35 years ago and continues to operate it on South Old 27.
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