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Monsignor Francis Kaminski
Monsignor Kaminski is a name that comes to mind when thinking of St. Mary’s Catholic Church or school.  Born in Poland in 1900, he was first assigned to St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Gaylord as an assistant pastor in 1928.  Father Kaminski was transferred out of the area in 1933, only to return in 1935, and was appointed pastor in 1936.  He would spend the rest of his life ministering in Otsego County.  Under his leadership, the church grew from about 250 to 650 families.
Father Kaminski oversaw building projects, witnessed baptisms, first communions, confirmations and marriages for generations of families.  He is remembered as a “people’s priest” who provided love and encouragement by visiting the sick, celebrating new births, cheering on the students and comforting and consoling families.

The Father’s dedication to the church and the people of Otsego County was recognized by Pope Pius XII in 1956, when he was given the honorary title of Monsignor.
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