Legend

Estelle Family

When Edwin J. Estelle purchased 40 acres in Elmira Township from JL&S Railroad in 1898, he had no idea that his family would still be farming it more than 100 years later.  Edwin moved from southern Michigan during the lumbering era.  He turned the spread into a dairy and potato farm, passing it down to Leon and Reva Estelle.  Since then, the farm has been run by Arthur and Alice Estelle and is currently owned and operated by Edwin A. and Judy Estelle.  Alice, 92, still summers on the original homestead.

Throughout the years, the Estelles have sought agricultural training at the university level.  They have changed with the times.  The farm now spans 1,200 acres that roll through the pastoral setting of Elmira and Hayes Townships.

“It took someone coming here and developing this country, maintaining the quality of the land and soil,” said Judy Estelle.  “We continue to reforest and keep the land from being overrun by commercial enterprises.”

Of the family’s 1,200 acres, there are about 450 acres of timberland.  The latest addition is the Estelle’s strawberry operation.  Their fresh produce became part of the downtown Farmer’s Market for the first time in 2006.
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