MITCHIGAN

JOSEPH P. RAHILLY, Newberry
hairman !

HARRY . WHITELEY, Dowaglac

HAROLD TITUS, Traveran Cily

MICHALL F. DE FANT, Negaunee

ALEXANDER W. BLAIN, M.D., Delrolt

RUSSELL BENGEL, Jackson

ROBERT H. RAYBURN, Alpena

Publishied monthly Ly Michigan Deparlment of Canservalion, Slale Oilice Building, Lansing,
Michigan. Prepared by Division of Educalion. Single subscription: 50 cenls a year; 10 or
more, 25 cenls a year each. Send coin, NO STAMPS. Entered as second class maller
March 19, 1936, at post ollice a! Lansing, Michigan, under lhe Acl of March 3, 1879.

P. ). HOFFMASTER

S, G, FONTANNA
Depuly Direclor

WAYLAND OSGOOD
Secrelary

Director

Address all communications,
EDITOR,
MICHIGAN CONSERVATION
328 State Office Bullding,
Lanstng, Michigan

CONSERVATION

C. A. PAQUIN, Educalion

H. R, SAYRE, Field Administration
(l.aw Enforcemant, Forest Firo)

F. A, WESTERMAN, Fleh

MARCUS SCHAAF, Foresiry

H. v RULIL, Game

R. A. SMITH, Geology

F. P. STRUHSAKER, Lands

L. N. JONES, Parks

=

Permission lor publicalion of all malerlal In this lasue Is hereby given on condilion that we
receive marked coples of publicalions using this malerlal enlirely or in parl. Responsi-
bilily for the return of unsolicited manuscripls and pholegraphs cannot be assumed unless
request for relurn of such malerial {s accompanied by rell-addressed and slamped envelope.

FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1942

Volume XI, No. 3

Conscroation Loscs A Leader

\x TLIEN P 8. Lovejoy died, the man
who made today’s Michigan Deparve-
ment of Conservation passed out of the
picture.

This is no disparagement of those
countless individuals, from director to
towerman within the Department, and
from governor 1o the least articulate
citizen that ever made a suggestion out-
side, who have done their part and added
their increwent (o the bureaw’s value.
dul it was ' S, wlho dreiumed the major
outlines of the dream years ago; it was
. 8. who translated the dream to blue-
print; it was P. S, who was everlastingly
Ieading and prodding until the plan was
more Lthan wislh or lines on paper and
Il heeome reality.,

oS0 was a lot more than a conservi-
tionist. [le was one of Lhose chosen few
who see government as a clean and pre-
cisely inlegrated set of machinery, func-
tioning for the good of the many. DBut
Ilie conservation movenwent happened Lo
he Iris wedivm, his idiom, his natural
ficld of expression, and so, Tor (he sintle
al Largey, he will he remembered as oo
worker and leader in Lhe conservatlion
and restoration of natural resources.

Take a look at the Department as it
stands foday. Scareely a division within
it but bears the imprint of Tovejoy's
sharp and dynamic mind; not a single
function that doesn’t run more smoothly
hecause he gave its objectives and prob-
lems Jong and orderly thouglht.

Not a native of the state, he became
impressed with Miclhigan Jand problems
1) years ago when, as a student of forest-
ry at the university, he did research
work on the last big pine operation in
{he lower peninsula, near the headwaters
of the Manistee viver. From that time
on Iie never rested casily unless burdened
with Michigan problems.

There was, of course, the interlude
wlien he served with the United States
forest service in the northwest, but that,
after all, only prepared him for greater
serviee liere. Then it was hack on the
university facully, infeclting forestry stu-
dents with hig vigor and straight think-
ing ad determination. Then, For a time,
he warked as special writer for Cowntry
CGontlewan and  while his assigmnents
were wide in scope he nimnaged Lo keep
edilorial eyves often Lurned this way and
there must sGll be uncasy Llossings at
night by those almost forgotten unwise
or unserupuwlong Iand hoomers who oper-
aled in Michigan years ago and who were

finally driven frome (he scene Targely by
the toreh 080 turned on them.

And all that time hed bheen watcehing
Lhe conservation movement, long before
he dreamed he’d be on the stafl; all thad,
time planming how {he vast Cechnieal
tools on university and college cianpuses,

so often whivling solely in academic
fields, might be geaved in with specific
need of glate administration.

Whe introduced the idea ol resource
iuventory 1o the stale? Lovejoy. The
land cconomic survey was lis baby; it
wits his foresight and persistence {hat as-
sembled factions within the Acadey of
Science (o drive the need of adequate in-
formation on which to base a program
into Lansing's understanding. The sux-
vey no longer exisls. It served ils great
purpose and passed on, but its cxistence
developed techuique and redefined prob-
lems which today are fundamental not
only in Michigan’s conservation adniinis-
{ration but in that of miany other states.

Who hrought in the institute for fish-
cries researeh? Lovejoy. Not under that
wine, of course. But it was his parables,
spoken in his inimitable manner into the
s of John Baied, that made Michigan
aware of (he hopelessness ol trying to
solve fisheries problems without {echnienl
abd. Fle sent Baird to Rulhven, Tlabhs,
Creaser; Metzlanr and olhers came; Lo-
day it’s the institute.

TWho made Michigan hate forest fire?
Lovejoy, again. ITe was preaching against
and teaching about five when nost of our

By Flavold Uiwus, i the
Grand Rapids Press

eves smaried for weeks at o time from
taken-for-granied smoke. 1le later took
Chavley Peterson and Hoss Andrews and
Spike Sayre successively by the hand and
made the division, what it is today.

Who got up the Department’s game
division? Lovejoy, of course. It was my
privilege to go with Bill Loutit and put
it in his Iap, away back in 1927, and when
he was rather new on the staff. “It’s
yours: it's a division,” we said. “Game
lorm, refuges, a stall for researeh, plans
for public hunting grounds. The works!
lLop to it!” ow he hopped!

Wl brought the state forests out of
obscurity ? Lovejoy, and no one c¢lse. He
hludgeoned and scolled and went into lis
chuekling  parables again wilth  John

dated until Mareus Schaaf got o chancee.

You could go straight through the list:

Lands, parks, edueation—the whole lot of

(hem owe xomething tundamenial and ir-
replaceable to Lovejoy’s vision and drive.

Those of us who knew him best realize
that lisx was one of the truly great per-
sonalities.  Intolerant of (he cheap or
shoddy or usuad, his logice aud expression
could Dlister.  Lowlhing the self-seeker
or factions with axes (o grind, his wrath
could he colossally righteous. Quick at
appraising lnnnan values, many a student
on the campus and, later, many a recruit
in department ranks, owes today’s out-
standing achievements to the kindly and
patient coaching of . 8. Always the
skeptic, even of his own enthusiasms and
procedures, he exantined each movement
with an infelligence as clean and as sharp
as o surgeon’s sealpel until he could
i i wholly good. TTours did nof matter
theny he was behind it from then on.

Lovejoy’s mind was (hat of the re-
searcll speeialist. e had the language
of a scholar. Yet, often in his mosl pro-
found montents he chose to slip info the
idiom of the upper country and talk in
the simple colloguialisms of shanty-boy,
trapper, pluncer farmer. Decause of that,
some day, on some upper Michigan lhill-
top T'd like (o find a rock. Just a good,
tough Loulder dropped there by a glacier
and likely (o be theve until the ice comnes
agiin, And 1'd like to hire a stone cutier
to wallk in with his {ools and roll up his
sleeves awd light his pipe (craltsmauship
alwavs  inbrigued Lovejoy) and  there
wlone, in the tranquillity that is Michi-
gan's out-of-doors, whitlle out a legend
about like this:

“r. S.
“[Ie done a lot of good.”




