By JULIE KETTLEWELL
Staff Writer

GAYLORD One-ume Gay

good buddics as well as_conspira
1ors 1in many scientific ventures

He and my brother were always

had

very antelhigent. and he

intereSt in engingering

word go

Jord resident Claude Elwood Shan-  busy... all -harmless projects, but Shannon’s interest in- enginecr
non. who through the vears has very inventive,” recalled Glidden, ng eventually wok him dong
made many significant contribu-  who was a few, years thew junior  with his - bachelor of - science
tions to modern technology. will  and always tagging along behind  degrees - electneal engineering
soon be recognized publicly in  the boys: Erector sets were a great - and mathematics - from U of M to
Gavlord when a plaque_honoring fascination for the two, she said  the Massachusetts Institute of Tech

him is placed downtown i the — She

also remembers vividly

the-—nology-tMFF- In-1936 he aceepied

location now known as Project * time the two curious cohorts engi-  a position with MIT as a research
Parkway. Last week the Gaylord necred an elevator in thé Hutchins' assistant in the Dept. of Flectncal
City €ouncil voted 10 approve the  bam and. Glidden laughed. “I was  Engineenng while contmuing 1o
placement of the plaque, which i the guinea pig for the elevator study toward advanced degrees. In
being donated by the Amencan Another time the young teenage 1940 he received an S M. degree in
Society of Engineers in cooperation  boys-built a makeshift trolley which “elegtncal engineermg and a PhD

with the University of Michigan (U~ traveled
of M), Shar
As

invention. s

Hutchins home.

on’s alma mater

s the mother of

wecessity
1s Shannon the father
of the Information Theory. which  Glidden, the

estabhished that mmformation

ahe il
but pethaps their
greatest coup was their own wotk
ing telegraph. Back then. explamed
area of Gaylord just
north of Main Street was all pasture

behind the i mathématics. He wesit on to do
rescarch at Bell Telephone Labora
tories n New York City. then spent
1940-41 National
Fellowship “at the

Study

on a Research

Institutg for

Advanced i Princeton

from all- sources and m whatever  land. The Shannons fived on Old 2 where he began senously working
form transmuitted nedsurable  North (Center Street), and the  on the communication theory and
Shannon’s keen insight and far-  Hutchins were less than a half of a  commumications systems efficien
reachmg vision. coupled with his  mele cast. Barbed wire fence ran the ¢y

scientific and mathematical mas: distance between the homes. and In 1948 Shannon pubhished a
tery. provided a basis for many of the two aspinng inventors mana, paper enutled A Mathematcal
the technplogical advances which  to transform that fence mto a tele Theory of Commumcation.” to this
have matenahized m the last S0 graph system using Morse code to - day known as the beginning - of
vears. And Shannons eclectic - commumcate, “later developmg 1t Information The The Informa-

nngs nght here
aylord

had s b
in-the small cormr

career

ity of ¢

hisThometown

into a working telephone line
People here in Gaylord do not
realize just what Claude’s contfibu

10 everybody were

von T Newsletter of

cory Soctety
the Institute of Electncal and Flec
fromics Engineers states that Shan
marks the

Ghdden  non's celebraed -paper

THOUGH Shannon was_bomn rhed Qur televisions and buth the Information Theory as

n Petoskey in 1916, he grew upin - communic s systems are verd  clearly as the Declaration of Inde

" Gavlord where his father was a  mdirectly related to him . He was pendence in 1776 marked the birth
businessman and probate judge

and his mother served as prnetai
of Gavlord High School As a boy

attendeéd Gavlord schools, ‘and

he

Gaylord an 1932

M According to

1. as a child Shan

non C was Thomas Edison
whom he r discovered was @
distant cousin And whicther it was
ere comedenice there. was
something m Shannon
s cousin’s foot

f Gaylord

national

ymposium
father of Informatior

FORMER Gaylord residents Melinda Glidden Cerny (1) and Ran
dall Glidden talk with wife of Claude Shannon, Betty, at an inter

n Boston Claude as the

Thec

which honored

ry

Engineerig industry honors
Shannon, his hometown

By MELINDA G.CERNY
Special to the Herald Times

BOSTON. MA  The'aity of Gaylord was hon

ed A 0 by the Institute for Electric fd Elec
tromics, Enginee TEEE) as-part of its sympo
sum ¢ S0 ye Intormation Theory
and the r whin startec all

Claude Shar

Shanni

p in Gay
ip 1n Ga

lord in the 19205 and “30s; wrote

landmark n 1948, entitled

The Mathe A vol Com
municat established the
intellectual for the efh

cient packay ransmission

Ay

Labaratories at

ung engi
the

considered

arta of the nforma.

nathemaucal theones

ed th

measurable ¢

demonstra ormation 1s a

mmadity. John Hor

ed Scientific Amen

car, ¢re Shannon’s in s for

shaping “virtually all systems that

store. r transmit information-in digital form

from compact discs to super computers, from fax

machies to-deepsprce probes stch-as the Vovager
The jnternational symposium included many rem

iniscen¢es of Claude Shannon by

friends 'from his days at Bell Laboratones, Princeton

colleagues, and

and Nlassachusetts Insutute of- Techriology (MIT)
Shannon, a quiet, shy man was known as a kind and
gentle mentor to-his students at MIT but also as a
playful prankster to his colleagues at Bell Laborato-
nes. Stories of Shannon going down the hallways of
Bell Labs, juggling. on either a unicycle or an electric
pogo stick (his invention) are now legend

SHANNON, who suffers from Alzheimer’s, was
not present at the banquet.  Accepting a life-time
achievement award on his behalfl was s wife, Betty
Shannon. In accepting the award she t0ld the aud
ence about the day that she and Shannon announced
their engagement 1o their colleagues at Bell Laborato-
ry. “Their response was ‘do you know what you're
getting mto?!
“Nope, I didnt"

Representing Gaylord at the banquet were former
Gaylord residents, Randall Ghidden and Melinda Ghd-
den Cerny, children of life-long Gaylord resident,

She quipped to the banquet audience.

§
ued tha

important otk

Claude Shannon

Shirley Hutehins Ghdden

It was very important to us'to have Gaylord rep
resentatives at this banquet.” said Professor David
Neuhoft from the Universtty of Michigan. He contin

Shannon grew up and it was

at G d s wh

Gaylot
non’s hife

hondred 1«
Both Ghidden

“1 was

Gay tord,

very represent

sand Glide

and Cerny were impressed with
the role Shann dhood  home
played m the week-long ceremony

They even had conterence -room
named Gaylord.” said Cer This was

a real nbute to the own
IEER
senting a plaque or possil a statue to
the

Latér this vear will be pre

city of Gaylord 10 commemorate

Shannon’s life locanon
being
the Shannon Building

the memonal park on Man Street

A possible

considered s the former site of

now the site of

Ghidden and Cerny, who hve in the

Boston area, are ko the nephew and

niece of Rodney Hutchins, a close child

hood triend of Shannon’s. Shirley Ghdden remembers

Shannon and her brother playing often together and
hatching schemes - =
They were always cooking up something, «.hd

den sad. “Claude was the brams and Rod was the
instigator
She femembers several inventions that the

boys made

wo
an elevator made out of ropes and pulleys
that took neighborhood children up to the hayloft in a
crate; the “Tunerville Trolley,
that drove down a slope on tracks.

also a crate, on wheels
and perhaps their
greatest invention, the telegraph

Claude Shannon in lis own memoirs wnites about
the telegraph system
telegraph system between our houses, (using a
barbed-wire fence) half a mile (apart), and we built

a friend of mine and | had a

the parts for this line for morse code signaling  Later
we scrounged - telephone equipment from the local
exchange and connected up a telephone

It 15 this childhood mvention, that many i the field
pinpoint as the begmning of information theory

Melinda Glidden Cerny, coordinator of the
Advanced Snudy Program Center for Advanced Edu
of Tech
nology. is a Gavlord High School Sraduate

cational Services af Massachusetts Institute

of a country

laving the groundwork for

he advancement of communica

tons networks natonwide and

eventually worldwide. Shannon

1t on to conceptualize even more
technological breakthroughs_and
filled
Through

wthor many more papers

with his innovative ideas
out the-years Shannon has been rec
ognized and honored on many
occasions as a veritablé pioneer in
the fields of mathematics and tech
nology. As stated in the Biography

f Claude  Elwood  Shannon
Today

shape -

Shannon’s nsights help

virtually all systems that

store, process or transmit informa

ton in digital form, froms compact

disks 10 computers, from facsimile

machines to deep-space probes
such as Vovager
THROUGH it all, the young

Gaylord boy in Shannon_lived on,
nd though he

was revered as an

accomplished scientist and. mathe
matician, he never gave up the
chance to have a httle impish fur

To amuse himself. he nvented
many distractions, hke a motonzed,
stick. a

hundred

e-powered  pogo

two-seater unieycle. a
bladed jack kmfe.

Frishee,

a rocket-powered
and many other sophisti

cated toys. He continued nurtunng

his love for erector sets into his

adult years, and always a lover of

jugizling. Was often seen juggling

down the hall on his unicycle a

Talented, ntell
all

man who

Bell Laboratones
gent. inventive and playful are
words that desenbe the
once played i the fields outside
this small community

And the commumty of Gaylord
an mtegral part of his past. has
Shanmon’s

Betty

always been close 10

heart, accordmy o his wife
“He

home.?

alwavs considered” Gaylord

she n a teleph

said
nterview trom her home in -Win
Mass

and have v

chester We enjoyed visiting

there isited several times

wer the vears” Duning their last

Accolades many for

GAYLORD In Claude

Shannon’s 60-plus yﬂn wuhng
in the

Thursday, September 3, 1998 HERALD TIMES A-14

Gaylord honors ‘father to the Information Theory”

A PLAQUE honoring Claude
who made significant contributic
placed downtown in the locatior

n 1991
band ‘was Fonored to be
speak at the GHS co

and he often talks ot hi

visit sad Berty, her hue

awked 10

mencement

ots 11

this northern Mich

We're very fond of Gaylord 1'wa
we <o back agan.” b
remarked. but that 1 w0
happen

Shannon; now X2, s afflicted
with  Alzhe s disease, b

explained “His memery is gone

i speech is not good. but.” §

wded, “he’s i very good heal
otherwise and ms guite o
He sull likes his nd will
happily beat tme 10 whafever
plas

With r 0r 3
will b hestowed h

here i Gaylord,

wouldjust be ighted
I can’t think of \
like_ more.” then

i I
sadness. 1 i
capable ot (the plagu
even knowing about 1t Its jus

Honor (1962); Marvin J. Kdlv
Award (1962); LEEE. (Institute

arenas, he has nxzwed honorary
degrees from the following insti-
tutes of higher learning: Yale (mas-
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(1961); Princeton (1962); Edin-
burgh (1964); Pittsburgh (1964);
Northwestern  (1970); Oxford
(1978); East Anglia (1982),
Carnegie-Mellon (1984), Tufts
(1987) and the University of Penn-
sylvania (1991).
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Noble Prize (1940); Morris Lich-
mann Memorial Award of the
Institute of Radio Engineers
(1949); Stuart Ballantine Medal of
the Franklin Institute (1955);
Research Corporation - Award

(1956); Rice University Medal of

of El 1 and El Engi-
neers) Medal of Honor (1966):
National Medal of Sciencg {1966)
presented by President Lyndon
Johnson; Golden Plate Award
(1967); Harvey Prize, Technion,
Haifa (1972) presented by the
President of Israel; Jacquard
Award (1978); Hagold Pender
Award (1978); Audio Engineering
Society Gold Medal (1985); Kyoto
Prize (1985); and the Eduard
Rhein Prize (1991).
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Fellow at the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton; Fel-
low of the Center for Advanced
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Souls College, Oxford; and Fellow
of Muir College of the University
of California, the LEEE., and the
Royal Society

He is, or has been, a member of
the National Academy of Sciences.
the National Academy of Engi-
neering, the American Mathemati
cal Society, the American Philo-
sophical Society, te Royal. Irish
Academy, the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences, the Royal
Netherlands ~ Academy, the
Leopoldina Academy of Leipzig.
and Tau Beta Pi. sigma Xi, Phi
Kappa Phi, and Eta Kappa Nu. For
many years he was also a member
of the board of directors of Tele-
dyne, Inc

(Taken from Claude Elwood
Shannon, Collected Papers, IEEE
Press)
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